Hong Kong, February 25th, 2001

Hi Gavin

Got your letter the other day. Thanks again. You mentioned about study at the Chinese University Language Centre. Yes, they teach courses in Cantonese and Mandarin. If this study is what you need, then of course I will pay for you. Save the money you have worked for as you will need it. The language Centre also has something about learning Chinese on the Internet. I came across it after watching an interview on Star World with the man who designed the pinyin system for writing and learning Mandarin. Well, after that, the presenter announced that they had some websites about learning Chinese on their website. So I looked it up. From this I signed up for 2 Mandarin courses from schools in Beijing. However they must be very new as they only have 2 or 3 lessons available at present. If you are interested, here are the websites:

1. The background site: http://www.csulb.edu/~txie/online.htm (start with the ‘Introduction’)

2. The two Mandarin schools/courses (the first 2 at the top) but here are the addresses:

   (a) www.speaking-chinese.com
   (b) www.hanyu.com.cn
Apparently, the HK Police provided flat accommodation for new recruits (?officers). Well, this past week it was announced that this would no longer be given. The government is cutting back anywhere it can. The grant for all the universities here has just been cut by about $40 billion over the next few years (I think this is the figure). Perhaps it was lucky that I retired when I did. I’m sure that some jobs in the Faculty of Education will be cut because of the reduction; there were even smaller losses when I was there. Just heard on the news a few seconds ago that an expatriate police officer (off duty) was killed when his motor cycle crashed last night on Tai Mei Tuk Road. The bike hit a tree and broke into two so it must have been going fast!


You mentioned about doing a series of different exercises. Our gym challenge for March is like that. There are about 12 different exercises – running, cycling and rowing as well as a series of 1-minute exercises to do as many repetitions as possible. But the challenge also allows a 4-minute rest between each; too much really. This is not an ‘international’ test but one the manager here made up. The other day he gave me a free gym (known as the ‘Club’) T-shirt. White with the word ‘Club’ in colour on the front and something else on the back. Looks quite smart actually. I’ not sure why he gave it to me. Perhaps he did not like the rather old T-shirt I was wearing. Or perhaps he wanted free advertising as he asked me if I would wear it if he gave it to me. 

You mentioned about getting a car or truck sometime. It would be much easier if you got a driving license in the US rather than HK. Perhaps get it through Uncle James as Leonie did. If you get it here, not only is it extremely expensive but can take up to a year with no guarantee that they will then pass you!

I don’t know yet about my future plans though I am thinking about it. One problem id that the Withels Road house has tenants who are supposed to be long-term. Because of that I may stay here even though I will not have any university allowance to ship stuff to NZ.

Some HK News now. The Garden Bakery biscuit (not bread) factory at Sham Tseng (?sp, near Tsuen Wan) went up in smoke the other day. Caused by a spark from during welding. Many fires are caused in HK by sparks from welding apparatus. It was reported by the Consumer Council last week that some Garden products such as cakes are made with GM (genetically modified) food. Other foods are too including some Pringles chips and soybean drinks. In HK, labels do not have to indicate that GM foods are present, but this may change soon. It was announced that the entrance fee for the future HK Disneyland may be as high as $350. Quite expensive especially for a family group. Foreign passport holders can now get free visas to Guangdong if the stay is less then 6 days. However, people cannot travel as individuals but must be part of a group. Temperatures today about 20OC. Different from the 26OC of yesterday when I went for a hike. Walked most of the way to give my leg another rest. Started from CU and went up Pyramid Peak and Ma On Shan. The Immigration officials charged with illegally detaining the girl from China who has a US passport were acquitted. Seems reasonable. The girl, who was brought back from the US to be the ‘star’ witness did a terrible job. Something fishy about her and her family. Apparently many documents her family has are either faked or things, such as photographs, are not genuine. Also, the girl could not speak any English or name her school even though she claims to have studied in the US for 4 (?) years. While the Immigration officials did seems to go overboard, an acquittal was probably the correct decision. Another autistic/mentally handicapped person managed to slip across the border! This time it was a 22-year old man from Ma On Shan. He was picked up quite quickly and identified by a tag worn around his neck. The other boy has now been missing for 6 months. 

I have a sore throat at the moment. No idea how I could have picked up the bug. That seems to be about it for now. Cheers.

Dad
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